Daugfdj Wagoner bas
turned his love for outdoors,

environmentalism into a
new eco-business
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ast year. Harrison Connty resident
Darin Blank took his 9-_“:nr-n]d
Lriplets David, Kaleh and Sophie
o overnight adventuee in Hooster
MNational Forest led by Douglas Wagoner,
owner and operator of Green Earth
Dartdoors.
Each day, the Blank family started early
ot Eradl and Biked about alx miles.

taught the family the importance
of preserving the outdoors,

“Heis very I]1.nr{h.|.g}| ahaut
neot leaving trash behind and
cleaning up after yourself and
thimgs vou really don't even think
ahaut — like a little picce of paper
— but he painted out that il was
very bnportant to clean up after
yourself” Blonk said.,

Blank said he chose Wagoner
to lead the 'I:a:rnl|].'{m their first
eamping adventure beeause of
‘Wagoner's outdoors knowledge.

Turning a passien into a business

H’u.!,mu:r :iu.rlnd]nd.ins such
adventures — including hikes,
meountaineering expeditions and canos
trips — in 1941 under hiz independent
business. Ahove and Beyond Adventures,
befors he afficially opened Green Earth
Outdoors in July 2007,

Now, he has ample opporlunity to
share a passion for the outdoors that
started in his childhood when his parenta took the
family camping every maonth.

‘Manﬁl llml,l“ﬂll‘limﬂ[f e:l:iﬂnrln!_ Of Iy Wi
and my mother would say | got lost. But [ knew where
Iwae” Wagoner mused.

Putting his knowledge to wark

While some independent ravelers go an solo
adventures, many hire a guide as a facilitator.

According to Wagoner, outdoor guides typically are
well-trained and have years of experience to ensure
su.frlf. Wagoner has trod maore than 5,000 miles
Lhrough the back country, 1,000 miles canseing and is
acertifted Wilderness First Responder, a deslgnation
from a nationally recognized program that trains
participants to respond to emergencies in remote
settings.

His clients alen bave the luxury of relaxing with
little worey on their adventures because he plans the
entire trips.
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Tt allows them to enjoy
the experience more
because Lhey don'L have Lo
worry about the details,
and they can spend more |
time with the people they |
are (traveling] with.” he I
sald

Wagoner's clients |
determine the dates of
travel, the trails, duily [
mileage and dif Hl:l.iil.':,'.
He posts Lrips’ diflicully levels on his
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Web site, but he said he i2 equally happy leading Y RN ATH | B IS5 FRiT
prople up the gnarly Gannett Peak in Wyoming or ~ PHOTOARIVECSURTESY| D3USLES
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the front country in Hoosier National Forest,
Clients can either Fll'b:h inwith camp chores such

as cooking. or Wagoner will gladly do it all.

Abeve: Dauglas Wagener
and a trekking group en
M1, Elbert in Colorada,
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TRAIL GUIDE BUILDS BUSINESS BASED ON ENVIRONMENTAL PRINCIPLES

Explore/Discover/
Share Weekends
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Green Earth Outdoors also provides rental
backpacks, trekking poles, sleeping bags, tents
and other outdoor gear for those unsure of
making an investment.

“We provide pretty much everything but their
clothing. ... We want them to be comfortable
when they are out there,” he said.

Wagoner said he tracks gear carefully to keep
itup to date and in good repair, rotating it out of
use after no more than three years. He also logs a
safety history on all life-saving equipment.

The cost of an outing with Green Earth
Outdoors varies depending on the trip and the
needs and wants of individual clients. Wagoner
said that because Green Earth Outdoors offers
an inclusive personalized experience to suit
every comfort and experience level, he charges a
range of prices in every tier level.

Caring for the planet

For every trip, Wagoner shares the seven
principles of Leave No Trace with his clients.
(See box at right.)

‘Wagoner does not just follow the principles
of Leave No Trace, he takes it a step further by

volunteering his time as a Leave No Trace state
advocate for Indiana and a Leave No Trace
master educator.

In 2003, he trained for the master educator
designation by spending five days on a canoe trip
in the Upper Missouri River Banks in Montana
through the National Outdoor Leadership
School (NOLS). He now teaches others the
weekend Leave No Trace Trainer Course and the
abbreviated Awareness Training.

‘Wagoner often teaches children the
importance of Leave No Trace. "Kids today
are the answer Lo the environment and doing
things responsibly because, unfortunately, a lot
of adults are set in their ways or don't realize
the true impact of what the human race has
done to the planet,” Wagoner said.

He does not discount the importance of
educating adults, however. One event that
Wagoner said he especially enjoys leading is the
Explore/Discover/Share Weekend, which is an
outdoor introductory outing for both children
and their parents. (See box at left.)

Changing others’ habits
Parthenon Capital Management LLC
chairman J. McFerran Barr 1 is a longtime

PRINCIPLES OF LEAVE NO TRACE
CENTER FOR OUTDOOR ETHICS

hiking partner of Wagoner's and has learned a
lot about Leave No Trace from him.

Barr, 62, who also is active in the Lincoln
Heritage Council of the Boy Scouts of
America, admits that during his younger days
environmental awareness was quite different.

“We (Boy Scouts) would dig around the tent
and disturb the soil and grass, and we burned
our trash,” Barr recalled. “Now we do things
in such a way that if someone came along they
would never know anyone camped there.”

Wagoner’s ultimate goal with Green
Earth Outdoors is to establish more of a
local presence and get “as many people to
appreciate the outdoors as possible.” |

Douglas Wagoner’s clients determine the specifics of each trip. But he said he is equally happy leading people up

the gnarly Gannett Peak in Wyoming or the front country in Hoosier National Forest.




